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TOWN HALL MEETING
Live on press page
The final

event in a se-
ries of local
candidate fo-
rums will be
held at 6 p.m.,
Thursday at the
Lions Club’s
Agriculture
Building at the county fair-
grounds. These Town Hall
Meetings have been held in var-
ious communities across the
county. This one you can view
live in its entirety, on The Crit-
tenden Press Facebook Page.

Chamber coordinates
spring shopping event
Several Marion businesses are

offering special deals during a
spring shopping event coordi-
nated by the Crittenden County
Chamber of Commerce. Spring
Shop Hop on Friday and Satur-
day will feature discounts at
various retailers in Marion. The
Chamber of Commerce urges
you to shop in Marion during
this special event.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of

Elections will meet in special
session at 3:30 p.m., Thursday,
April 14 in the basement of the
county clerk’s office.

•Marion-Crittenden County
911 Board will meet at 9 a.m.,
Monday, April 18 at city hall.

•Marion City Council will
meet at 5 p.m., Monday, April
18 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will
meet at 7 p.m., Monday, April
18 at city hall.

•Marion Tourism Commis-
sion will meet at 8:30 a.m,
Tuesday, April 19 at the Marion
Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet
at 6 p.m., Tuesday, April 19 at
Deer Lakes meeting room.

•Crittenden County Fiscal
Court will meet at 8:30 a.m.,
Thursday, April 21 at the court-
house.

•CCHS SBDM will meet at
3:30 p.m., Thursday, April 21 at
the school library.

•Crittenden-Livingston Water
District will meet at 4 p.m.,
Monday, April 25 at Deer Lakes
meeting room.
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No matter your generation or which
platform you prefer, The Press is there
bringing you news and sports in a
timely fashion. Join us online today!
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RECORD 
BREAKING
YEAR in ’21
STAFF REPORT
Gross sales receipts for 2021 at

local restaurants and hotels in
Marion have set a new record.
Over 12 months ending in De-

cember, there was $9.44 million
in gross sales subject to the City
of Marion’s tourism tax.
Reporting was recently com-

pleted for the last quarter of 2021
when sales were approximately
$2.34 million, helping make 2021
the most remarkable sales year
since local records began being
kept in 2004.
Three of the four reporting pe-

riods in 2021 rank as the top
three quarters ever for dining and
overnight lodging receipts in Mar-
ion. Those receipts are subject to
a three-percent local tax that
benefits the tourism commission.
Pandemic and inflation pres-

sures have been largely responsi-
ble for regular increases since the
spring and summer shutdown
during the early COVID-19 pe-
riod. 
The previous highest year was

2020 when sales were $7.98 mil-
lion.

STAFF REPORT
Winds of change are blowing in

local government and there will
be more changes than just the
physical structure. Faces are
too.
Over the next few months, the

site of county government will
move from downtown Marion to
the Ed-Tech Center on the
southern fringe. Down will come
the 50-plus-year-old courthouse
and in its place will be a new
multi-million-dollar justice cen-
ter. 
Yes, the landscape will un-

dergo remarkable change and so
will county leadership. Among
the changing of the guard will be
a new property valuation admin-
istrator. Democrat Ronnie Heady
is retiring from the post he’s

served in for more than two
decades. The county’s property
valuation officer, commonly
shortened to PVA, is in charge of
making sure real property is
legally assessed at fair market
value. Taxing districts set prop-
erty tax rates and the PVA makes
sure the rate is applied to a
statutorily defined valuation.
Real property is to be assessed
annually and physically in-
spected every four years by the
PVA office. Vehicles, land, homes
and tangible property are among
the things the PVA is charged
with evaluating. 
Three individuals want to re-

place Heady, who has held the
office longer than any PVA in
history. And he’s done it amid a
rising turn in the county’s elec-

torate, which is now very decid-
edly Republican. All three candi-
dates will face off in the GOP
primary on May 17. No Democ-
rats filed to run so the new PVA
will be elected next month and
Heady, 60, has already affirmed
that he will offer the successful
candidate a job inside the office
for the last half of 2022 in order
that he or she can get their feet
on the ground.
Seeking the position are Jason

Champion, Misty Dalton Hicks
and Todd Perryman. Coinciden-
tally, all three hail from families
that are well established in the
northeast quadrant of the
county, near Tolu and Sheridan. 
All three have passed an ex-

See PVA/page 3

STAFF REPORT
Churches across the

county are emerging from
pandemic pressures just in
time for one of the most im-
portant celebrations on the
liturgical calendar.
As Christians move

through Holy Week and into
Easter, marking the death
and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, they’re observing it
in a fashion that hasn’t
been broadly available
since 2019.
Easter of 2020 was virtu-

ally silenced due to a
statewide shutdown during
the earliest days of the
COVID-19 crisis. Ken-
tucky’s legislature last week
approved new laws that will

protect religious gatherings
going forward, defining
them as “essential.”
Gov. Andy Beshear

signed the so-called reli-
gious freedom bill that was

largely a Republican re-
sponse to his actions in the
early days of the pandemic.
The bill forbids government
discrimination against
churches during a state of
emergency. House Bill 43
also provides grounds for
religious groups to sue the
government if they are dis-
criminated against.
The ACLU of Kentucky

chastised the Democrat
governor for signing the bill.
Although government re-

strictions had eased last
spring, Easter passed
under a shadow of the pan-
demic, knocking out typical
Easter events and canceling

See HOLY/page 3

Rogers to take over
Edward Jones post;
Alexander retiring
STAFF REPORT
After 20 years of provid-

ing brokerage services
under the Edward Jones fi-
nancial services flag in
Marion, Mickey Alexander
is phasing out.
There will be a changing

of the guard over the com-
ing weeks as Grant Rogers
takes over as the local fi-
nancial advisor for the com-
pany.
Alexander, 72, who was

Marion’s mayor for 29
years, has been with Ed-
ward Jones for more than
two decades. He began
working out of his home in
September of 2001 and
moved into the office on
West Bellville about six
months later. Rogers will
continue to operate the firm
at the same location and its
two employees, Patricia

Vied and Eugena Cham-
pion, will remain with the
company. His contract with
Jones requires Alexander to
remain as a local consult-
ant for two more years, but
he will no longer keep regu-
lar office hours after May.
Rogers, 41, will have his

brokerage license to begin
fully servicing clients begin-
ning April 25.
Jones has a client list of

more than 1,000 individu-
als.

Alexander has served the
community in various ca-
pacities over the years. He
was with local banks, in-
cluding First Federal, Citi-
zens, Civitas and then Fifth
Third as that institution
evolved with different
names over the years. He
also worked at Salem Bank
and was in the auto parts
business at one time.
“The community has

been terrific to me and wife,
Susan,” Alexander said.

  Dalton-       Perryman
    Hicks

Champion

REPUBLICAN
Candidates
Crittenden

County
PVA

Property Valuator
Three Republicans seek PVA post for assessing property in county

Easter cross display in front of Sulphur Springs Church in rural Crittenden County.

Pictured from left are Brandi Rogers, Charlie Rogers, Grant
Rogers, Mickey Alexander and Susan Alexander.

Holy Week Bringing Back Normal

Churches emerge from pandemic
Holy Week

Monday: Jesus freed the sacrificial an-
imals and cleansed the temple.
Tuesday: Jesus taught at the temple.
Wednesday: A disciple named Judas
Iscariot betrayed Jesus for pieces of
silver.
Thursday: The Last Supper.
Friday: Jesus was crucified on a cross.
Saturday: Jesus rested in the tomb.
Sunday: Jesus’ resurrection.

CCHS hires
basketball
head coach
STAFF REPORT
It’s been several

years since Crit-
tenden County
has gone outside
the local school
district to hire a
basketball coach.
DJ Pigg of Ben-

ton has been
hired as the
Rockets’ 19th head coach since
Marion and Crittenden County
consolidated in 1957.
Pigg, 24, played at Marshall

County, setting some three-point
shooting records. He graduated
from there in 2016 after a basket-
ball career that netted almost
1,200 points. At John A. Logan
College in Illinois, Pigg played col-
legiate golf for a time, then trans-
ferred to Murray State where he
completed his degree. For the
past four years, he’s been coach-
ing in the Graves County School
District. He is currently employed
by Graves County Middle School 

See COACH/page 8
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Yarbrough 
Joseph Wheeler “Joe” 

Yarbrough Jr., 76, of 
Marion, died Friday, 
April 8, 
2022 at 
Crittenden 
C o m -
m u n i t y 
Hospital. 

Surv i v -
ing are his 
w i f e , 
Susan Yar-
brough; a son, Joseph 
Wheeler Yarbrough III of 
Indianapolis, Ind.; a 
daughter, Alexandra 
Bruenderman of Louis-
ville; a brother, Robert 
Yarbrough of Memphis, 
Tenn.; and grandchil-
dren, Henry David and 
Lauren Kate Bruender-
man. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Jo-
seph Wheeler Yarbrough 
Sr., and Edith Allen Yar-
brough. 

Yarbrough was a com-
munity and civic leader 
for nearly 50 years. He 
was a longtime member 
of the Farmers Bancorp 
Board of Directors and 
was actively serving as 
chairman of the board 
until his death. He was 
an active member of Mar-
ion United Methodist 
Church where he had 
served in various leader-
ship positions. Yar-
brough’s other 
community service in-
cluded a leadership role 
as former president of 
the Chamber of Com-
merce, a director for the 
Marion Revolving Loan 
Fund Board and the Pen-
nyrile Area Development 
District plus many other 
civic organizations. He 
owned and operated Yar-
brough Insurance Com-
pany in Marion for 45 
years. He was also active 
in the Kentucky Bankers 
Association. 

Yarbrough was a 
native of Clarksdale, 
Miss., and held a bach-
elor’s degree from the 
University of Mississippi. 

Memorial services are 
scheduled for 2 p.m., 
Saturday, April 16 at 
Marion United Methodist 
Church. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

The family asks that 
expressions of sympathy 
take the form of memo-
rial donations to Marion 
United Methodist Church 
or Fohs Hall, Inc. 

Harris 
Rhonda K. Harris, 67, 

of Grand Rivers, died  
Tuesday, April 5, 2022, 
at Mercy 
H e a l t h -
Lourdes , 
in Padu-
cah. She 
graduated 
from West 
Kentucky 
Tech as a 
m e d i c a l 
assistant and worked in 
the medical field for 
many years. 

She was born Dec. 16, 
1954 in Paducah. 

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Brian “Buff” Wright 
of Calvert City, Stephanie 
(Shawn) Chambliss of 
Fredonia  and Mary Beth 
Head of Paducah; a 
sister, Sharon Wight of 

Salem; and three grand-
children, Makenna, Mar-
ley and Macy Chambliss. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Jim and Grace Atwell 
Harris; a brother, Steve 
Harris, her grandmother, 
Nadine Harris; and an 
aunt, Norma Harris. 

She loved life, her 
family, her friends, and 
never met a stranger. 
She enjoyed dancing, 
taking photographs and 
spending time with her 
granddaughters. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, April 9 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services with burial at 
Dyer Hill Cemetery. 
Paid obituary 

LeFan 
Kevin Lynn LeFan, 59, 

of Eddyville, died Wed-
nesday, April 6, 2022 at 
his home.  He had been 
Meat Department Man-
ager at Food Giant in 
M a r i o n , 
l o v e d 
horseback 
riding and 
was a ham 
radio oper-
ator.  He 
l o v e d 
spend ing 
time with 
his grandchildren and 
walking his dog, Emma. 

Surviving are his 
mother, Mary Linzy 
LeFan of Dycusburg; a 
daughter, Paige (Daniel) 
Adams of Eddyville; two 
brothers, Philip (Jeretta) 
LeFan and Dennis 
(Jamie) LeFan, both of 
Dycusburg; four grand-
children, Shelbi Glover, 
Tysen Glover, Reed 
Adams and Millie Kate 
Adams; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Sanders LeFan; and a 
twin brother, Stanley 
LeFan. 

Funeral services were 
Monday, April 11 at 
Lakeland Funeral Home 
in Eddyville with burial 
in Dycusburg Cemetery. 
Paid obituary 

Nelms 
Christine Nelms, 85, 

of     Lola, died Wednes-
day, April 6, 2022 at 
Mercy Health Lourdes 
Hospital in Paducah.  
Nelms was born June 14, 
1936 to Lonnie and 
Grace Damron.    

Surviving 
are a son, 
Willis M. 
“ B u d d y ” 
(Michel le ) 
Nelms Jr, 
of Carrs-
ville;   two 
daughters, 
C y n t h i a 
Gail (Donald) Adams of 
Richmond and Kristi 
(Andy) Moore of Dayton, 
Ohio; a sister, Geneva 
Williams of Marion; five 
grandchildren, Michael 
G. (Christina) Adams and 
April Mattingly, both of 
Louisville, Nicky Dale 
(Lisa) Nelms of Salem 
and Brittany Allison But-
ler and James Austin 
Butler, both of Dayton, 
Ohio; and four great-
grandchildren, Makayla 
Nelms, Lucia Adams, 
Gabbi Mattingly and Ben 
Mattingly. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Willis “Bud” Nelms; a 
daughter Marsha Lynn 

Nelms; and   a brother, 
Gene Damron. 

Funeral services were 
Sunday, April 10 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services with Rev. Isreal 
Sanders officiating. Bu-
rial was in the Lola Cem-
etery. 

Tabor 
James Brant Tabor, 

49, of Marion died Tues-
day, April 5, 2022 at 
Baptist Health in Padu-
cah.  

Surviving are his chil-
dren, Rheagan Jackson 
of Murfeesboro, Tenn., 
and Tallyn Tabor of Mar-
ion; his mother, Hope 
Boswell of Marion; one 
niece and one nephew. 

He was preceded in 
death by a daughter, 
Rylee Tabor; a sister, 
Meredith Tabor and his 
grandparents. 

Memorial services were 
Saturday, April 9 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home.  

Gardner 
Geneva Marie Gardner, 

78, of Dixon died Wed-
nesday, April 6, 2022 at 
her residence.   

She was born Sept. 25, 
1943 in Webster County 
to the late 
Mack and 
Flora Phil-
lips. 

She was 
a member 
of Pleasant 
Valley Mis-
s i o n a r y 
B a p t i s t 
Church in Providence. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter Melissa (Clint) Prow  
of Providence; a son, Jeff 
(Carol) Gardner of 
Eureka, Ill.; a sister, 
Joyce (Bill) Railey of 
Providence; a brother, 
David (Norma) Phillips  of 
Dixon,; six grandchildren 
Alicia (Steven) Kallal  of 
Glen Carbon, Ill., Sarah 
Gardner of Washington 
D.C., Nick (Alli) Keown  of 
Clay, Kaitlyn Prow of 
Providence, Jacob Keown 
of Grand Rivers, Will 
Prow of Providence; and 
a great-grandchild, Eva 
Kallal. 

Along with her parents, 
she was preceded in 
death by her husband 
Donnie in 2007. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, April 9 at 
Pleasant Valley Mission-
ary Baptist Church in 
Providence with Bro. 
Ethan Watson and Bro. 
Johnnie Davis officiat-
ing.  Burial was in White 
Oak Cemetery.  Vanover 
Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Leet 
James Robert Leet, 75, 

formerly of Mayfield, died 
Sunday, April 10, 2022 
in Augusta, Ga. He was 
born in Shady Grove 
Jan. 19, 1947. He 
f o r m e r l y 
worked at 
D a i r y -
m a n ’ s 
S u p p l y 
Company 
in May-
field.  

He was 
preceded 
in death by his wife of 53 
years, Claudene; an in-
fant daughter, Molly; an 
infant son, Christopher; 
and a brother, Wayne 
Leet. His parents were 
Carlos and Mayo Leet. 

Surviving are a daugh-

ter, Elizabeth (Will) 
Blythe of Augusta, Ga; a 
son, Brad Leet of Evans-
ville; two sisters, Nancy 
Joyce and Betty Jane 
Hill, both of Marion; two 
brothers, Errol (Wilma) 
Leet of Madisonville and 
Leroy Leet of Shady 
Grove; three grandsons, 
Scott Leet, Jesse Speed, 
and Bradley Leet; and 
four granddaughters, Ke-
shia Blythe; Whitley (KB) 
Blythe; Chantel Blythe 
and Jordan Blythe; two 
great-granddaughters, 
Jayla and Kenzie and 
other relatives. 

No services will be 
held. Cremation will take 
place in Georgia. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the Donald and 
Kevin Blythe Memorial 
Scholarship Fund at the 
Paducah Junior College 
Foundation, Attn: Blythe 
Memorial Scholarship, 
P.O. Box 7380, Paducah, 
KY 42002-7380. 

Blackburn 
Anna G. Blackburn, 

75, of Marion, died April 
9, 2022 at her home.   
She was a member of 
Central Baptist Church. 

Surviving are two 
brothers, James D. Wel-
don of Portage, Ind., and 
Larry Weldon of Bowling 
Green; two nieces and a 
nephew. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Jim Blackburn; her par-
ents, James and Mary 
Sue Weldon; and a 
brother, Eddie Grant 
Weldon. 

Graveside services are 
at 11 a.m., Thursday, 
April 14 at Asher Ceme-
tery. Gilbert Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar 

Ambrose 
Betty Jo Ambrose, 82, 

of Marion, died April 11, 
2022 at 
Princeton 
N u r s i n g 
and Re-
h a b i l i t a -
tion.   She 
was born 
Feb. 15, 
1940 in 
Elizabeth-
town. She was a member 
of Emmanuel Baptist 

Church in Marion and 
served the Lord in many 
churches in western 
Kentucky alongside her 
late husband, Rev. Bro-
die Ambrose. 

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Marty (Stephen) 
Hill of Marion and Mar-
sha (Dwain) Hayes of 
Greenville, S.C.; four 
grandchildren, Elise 
(Dustin) Cash, Ethan 
(Jessie) Hill and Noah 
Hayes and six great-
grandchildren, Cate 
Cash, Morgan Gilkey, 
Easley Gilkey, Jaxton 
Hill and Jase Hill. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Rev. Brodie Ambrose; her 
parents, Harry Gardell 
and LaVerne Marsh; and  

a brother, Larry Gene 
Marsh. 

Services are at 11 a.m., 
Friday, April 15 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home with 
Rev. Rex Jones officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in 
Sugar Grove Cemetery.  
The family will receive 
visitors from 5-8 p.m., 
Thursday and from 9 
a.m., until service time 
Friday at the funeral 
home. 

The family would like 
to express sincere thanks 
and appreciation to those 
who provided excellent 
care to Betty during her 
illness: Palmer Place, 
Princeton Nursing and 
Rehabilitation and Bap-
tist Health Hospice. 
Paid obituary 
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Ava Morrison and Shayde Piper en-
joyed part of their Spring Break in St 
Louis.  One of their stops was the St. 
Louis Zoo. 
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PVA
Continued from page 1
amination, qualifying
their candidacy. Because
the PVA’s job requires
certain skills, including
mathematical theories
and logic, the state re-
quires anyone seeking
the role to first be evalu-
ated by a written test.
None of the candidates

have experience working
in the PVA office, but
point to other qualifica-
tions and relationships
with the office that make
them right for the post. 
Champion, 46, is quite

familiar with the office,
which for the last couple
of decades has been lo-
cated downstairs inside
the courthouse. His
mother, Pam, worked
there for 18 years. Perry-
man also has a family
connection to the PVA of-
fice. His sister works
there.Champion is a Crit-
tenden County High
School graduate. He has
been employed by the
Crittenden County Road
Department, LWD in
Calvert City and cur-
rently works at an area
rock quarry, which is
what he’s done for almost
20 years. He is also a
paraprofessional girls’
softball coach for the
high school.
“I will be honest and

fair to each and every-
one,” Champion said. “I
will have an open door
policy and available at
any time. Being elected
would allow me to be
able to give back to the
community that I love.”
Hicks, 49, whose

maiden name is Dalton
and is using that as part
of her campaign, is a na-
tive of Tolu. She gradu-
ated from Crittenden
County High School and
also studied at West Ken-
tucky Community Tech-
nical College and Murray
State University. She has
an associate’s degree.
In her adult life, Hicks

has worked in customer
service, clerical, banking
and administration.   
“I am familiar with

deeds, appraisals as well
as real and tangible
property values,” Hicks
says. “I have extensive
background in working
with and serving the
public.”
If elected she would

continue working toward
further digitization of
PVA records to make

them more readily acces-
sible through technology.  
“I want to use every ef-

fective way available to
communicate informa-
tion to the citizens re-
garding tax exemptions,
requirements of exemp-
tions along with any
services the office pro-
vides,” she said.
Hicks says she will also

work to update the office
to better accommodate
the public.
Perryman, 34, is an-

other Tolu native who
graduated from Critten-
den County High School.
His is also a graduate of
Kentucky Wesleyan Col-
lege with a bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics.
For the past 12 years,

Perryman has been a
banker at Farmers Bank
& Trust Company in
Marion where he has
gained experience in var-
ious aspects of the real
estate lending process in-
cluding communication
with attorneys, apprais-
ers and the current PVA
staff to ensure mortgages
are correctly filed. 
“I have reviewed and

read property deeds and
descriptions as well as
numerous appraisals
during the real estate
loan process. I have on
occasion, performed in-
ternal property evalua-

tions for the bank in lieu
of an appraisal,” he said. 
Perryman was ap-

pointed and served on
the PVA Board of Assess-
ment Appeals for a three-
year term. That
three-member board
hears appeals by taxpay-
ers with regard to their
tax assessments. 
Currently, Perryman is

a county magistrate rep-
resenting District 2 since
2018. 
“My experience on the

fiscal court gave me
knowledge of how the fis-
cal court uses the coun-
tywide property
assessment to set the
property tax rate each
year,” he said.
If elected, Perryman

pledges to keep the pub-
lic informed about re-
assessment activities in
the county, ensure quick
and efficient title trans-
fers on the PVA system
and website and to treat
each property owner and
taxpayer with respect
and assess property val-
ues fairly.
The PVA’s office and

other county services
such as sheriff, clerk and
judge-executive will be
moving to the former
Marion Ed-Tech Center
once it’s expanded and
renovated later this year.
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Beware of a “wrong
number” text scam. Con-
sumers report receiving
texts that include photos
of a young woman who
attempts to start a con-
versation. This is a
phishing scam using
bots and stolen photos to
gain your personal and
financial information. Do
not reply, and block the
number!
BBB continues to re-

ceive numerous reports
from consumers regard-
ing fake LG&E calls.
Scammers are spoofing
LG&E’s phone number.
LG&E will never call you
and demand payment
over the phone to prevent
service disruption. If in
doubt, contact LG&E di-
rectly.
Receive a suspicious

call from American Ex-
press? A consumer re-
ports a “company
representative” called,
saying his card was used
to purchase thousands of
dollars in illegal material.
The only way to decline
the charge was to make
an equal amount of pur-
chases in gift cards so
that AMEX could decline
both charges. This is a

scam. Hang up and call
the company directly if
you have any questions.
A consumer reported a

suspicious text message
from Fifth Third Bank,
advising a charge had
posted to his account. If
he didn’t recognize the
charge, he could click a
link to dispute it. This is
a scam. Never click on
links in text messages
from suspicious or un-
known senders. Contact
your bank directly to
confirm the status of
your account.
A local consumer re-

sponded to a job posting
on Facebook and was in-
structed to download the
Telegram Messenger app
to complete the job inter-
view process. The con-
sumer was asked to
provide personal infor-
mation, including their
social security number,
photos of their ID, and
bank information. BBB
warns consumers to be
wary of any job interview
process that requires you
to 1) download an app
and 2) provide your per-
sonal information up
front. Always research
companies first when ap-

plying for jobs.
A local consumer re-

ceived a text message
purporting to be from a
Powerball jackpot win-
ner, claiming they wished
to share their winnings
with random lucky recip-
ients. This is a phishing
scam. Do not click on
any links, and do not
send your personal infor-
mation if you receive a
similar text.
BBB continues to re-

ceive reports from con-
sumers regarding
Publisher’s Clearing
House scams. As a re-
minder, the real Pub-
lisher’s Clearing House
does not notify winners
by phone, and any
“sweepstakes” company
that claims you need to
pay a fee up front to
claim a prize is a scam.
Scammers are taking

advantage of people’s
lack of knowledge when
it comes to cryptocur-
rency and are luring vic-
tims into investment
scams. Be wary of any
cryptocurrency “invest-
ment opportunities” that
seem too good to be true
or promise immediate
large returns.
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Switch to Block 
and save.
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possible, guaranteed.
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Minimum $125 tax prep charge required. Must bring in tax prep receipt from 
last year to qualify. A new client is an individual who did not use H&R Block or 
Block Advisors o�ce services to prepare his or her 2020 tax return. No cash 
value. Expires April 10, 2022. OBTP#B13696 ©2022 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

HOLY
Continued from page 1
children’s egg hunts.
“We’re starting to see

people come back,” said
Jesse Thornton, pastor
at Sugar Grove Cumber-
land Presbyterian
Church. 
Like other local

churches, Sugar Grove is
welcoming back familiar
faces that had foregone
in-person services for al-
most two years. There
will be a sunrise service
on Sunday and a break-
fast to follow. Last week-
end, the church held a
2.5K fun run that was
well attended despite
cold, windy conditions. 

“We’re starting to see
some of those lifelong
church-goers come back
to church,” Thornton
said. “They’d had those
health concerns, but now
with Easter, I think tim-
ing is just right for them
to come back to church
now. COVID isn’t raging
like it was so our atten-
dance has been better
since the first of March.”
Aaron Brown, pastor at

Marion Baptist Church,
said Palm Sunday
marked the highest at-
tendance at his church
since before the pan-
demic with 260 at the
two services combined. 
“We have seen a real

uptick for about two

months. Actually, we
started seeing it some in
January,” said Brown,
whose church is plan-
ning an egg hunt for Sat-
urday with 15,000
hidden treasures. 
“I think things are get-

ting back to normal,”
Brown said.
Last weekend, Mexico

Baptist Church held its
Easter egg hunt with
dozens of young children
finding fun goodies on
the church lawn.
“There were just so

many children there. It
was just great to see,”
said longtime Mexico
Church member James
Penn.

Mexico Eggs
Youngsters enjoyed Sun-
day’s Easter egg hunt at
Mexico Baptist Church, in-
cluding (above) Finley
Deboe and (at right) Kline
Hahn and her mother Bai-
ley (Brown) Hahn.

BY LEE MCLELLAN
KY DEPT FISH & WILDLIFE
It feels like spring is

taking two years to ar-
rive. We’ve experienced
bouts of dismal cold rain
and high muddy water,
followed by glorious
warm days that bring
hope that spring has fi-
nally sprung. Some of
these blissful days with
temperatures breaking
65 seem to always fall
during the work week,
but by Saturday, it’s
raining with highs in the
mid-40s. We’ve even wit-
nessed snow spitting on
the waning Saturday of
March. 
Soon, the cold fronts

will ease, the rays of the
bright sun will warm the
water and the crappie
will bite. It is a great time
of year in Kentucky. 
The annual Fishing

Forecast produced by the
Fisheries Division of the
Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources is a great way to
find the state’s produc-
tive crappie waters.
“You have two options

using the Fishing Fore-
cast,” said Jeff Ross, as-
sistant director of
Fisheries for Kentucky
Fish and Wildlife. “If you
are ahead of the game,
you can read through the
whole thing. You may
find a familiar lake that
catches your interest or a
new one you haven’t tried
yet.”
Anglers who need to

make a quick decision

about where to crappie
fish should consult the
Fishing Forecast’s Cheat
Sheet. 
“You can quickly find

lakes that are rated good
to excellent for crappie,”
Ross said. “On the online
version of the forecast,
click on the lake’s name
to information about it
on the Find a Place to
Fish page.”
The page features driv-

ing directions, regula-
tions for the waterbody
and a list of the boat
ramps. “The majority of
the lakes have a link to
the map of the habitat
structures in the lake,”
he said. “Knowing the lo-
cation of the habitat is
good for crappie fishing
since these fish are
structure oriented.”
The Ohio River doesn’t

spring to the mind of an-
glers when thinking of a
premier crappie fishing
destination, but the river
earned an “excellent” rat-
ing in the 2022 Fishing

Forecast. The backwaters
and embayments hold
crappie year-round; fish
the brush and woody
cover in these areas with
live minnows. There is
light fishing pressure on
crappie in the Ohio River.
This is a big river with
barge traffic, so it’s al-
ways a good idea to keep
your life vest on while
you’re in a boat.
Venerable Kentucky

Lake in west Kentucky is
a regionally known desti-
nation, drawing spring
crappie anglers for
decades. Black crappie,
which now make up the
majority of the fish in the
lake, move shallower ear-
lier and stay shallow
longer than white crap-
pie. Anglers favor a lime
green-colored grub – lo-
cals call the color “Ken-
tucky Lake Green” or
“John Deere Green.” An-
glers rig this green,
curly-tailed grub on a red
1⁄8-ounce leadhead jig and
toss it to the pea gravel
banks. They retrieve it
back slowly, similar to
fishing a crankbait for
bass, to fool the large
black crappie in Ken-
tucky Lake. 
The new license year

started March 1, so re-
member to purchase a
fishing license if you plan
to fish. Licenses and per-
mits can be purchased
online via fw.ky.gov and
in person at various loca-
tions throughout the
state.

Crappie fishing on the
Ohio River is excellent.

Time for crappie fishing;
Ohio, KY Lake top spots

Better Business Bureau’s Recent Complaints



PReschool screening 
is april 22 and may 5

Crittenden County’s pre-
school screenings will be held in
Marion on Friday, April 22 and
Thursday, May 5 by appointment.
This screening is for children age
3 or 4 by Aug. 1. Contact the
Crittenden County School District
for an appointment with informa-
tion about a time and place.

Courthouse, city hall
closed for good friday

County offices at the Critten-
den County Courthouse will be
closed on Friday, April 15 in ob-
servance of Good Friday. This will
include the road department on
Sturgis Road. In addition to Fri-
day, the animal shelter and con-
venience center will be closed to
the public on Saturday. City hall
will also be closed on Friday.

Economic development 
group nearing deal on
old salem road lot

Crittenden County Economic
Development Corporation
(CCEDC) met last week and dis-
cussed the impending transfer of
a deed from the former highway
maintenance property on Old
Salem Road to the school district.

In return, the school district
will pay the CCEDC $60,000 over
five years in a deal that was
hatched in 2007 and took much
longer than expected to come to
fruition. The agreement included
a land swap that allowed the
Transportation Cabinet to get
about 15 acres in Industrial Park
North on Pippi Hardin Blvd.,
where it built a modern highway
maintenance garage.

Local economic develop lead-
ers have acknowledged that mis-

steps were made at the Industrial
Park North, which was originally
acquired shortly after Tyson
Food’s chicken broiler facility left
the site.

CCEDC leaders still owe more
than $100,000 on the industrial
park, but have only about 20
acres left there to develop. No in-
dustry has ever sited there, only
the highway garage and the new
city sewer plant. The group is
currently negotiating with an-
other entity interested in land at
the park.

Ownership of Industrial Park
North has been an onerous fi-
nancial burden for the economic
development group, but it has
made headway in the past couple
of years in paying off its debt on
the land. That obligation, how-
ever, has created other financial
problems for the group. It’s cur-
rently more than a year behind in
payments to the Lake Barkley
Partnership, a multi-county eco-
nomic development organization
to which it belongs. Dues are
about $42,000 annually.

Kentuckians still are 
not retuning to work

As the commonwealth
emerges from the pandemic,
Kentucky’s employment figures
are slow to recover. According to
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 58
percent of Kentuckians are par-
ticipating in the workforce. That’s
the seventh worst rate in the
country, only ahead of Alabama,
Arkansas, Mississippi, New Mex-
ico, South Carolina and West Vir-
ginia. While Kentucky’s rate has
rebounded a bit from the histori-
cally low figure of 54.7 percent
during the height of the pan-
demic, it’s still lagging behind
the country's average workforce
participation rate, which was 62.3
percent in February.

extra days for taxes
The federal and state individual

income tax filing deadline is
Monday, April 18.

This year’s April 18 deadline
affords taxpayers a few extra
days to complete their tax re-
turns due to the Emancipation
Day holiday in Washington D.C.

on Friday, April 15, which is typi-
cally the filing deadline.

April safe dig month
April is National Safe Digging

Month and Atmos Energy is re-
minding everyone – homeowners
and professional excavators alike
– to keep communities safe by
calling 811 before any excavation
project. Digging without knowing
the approximate location of un-
derground utilities can result in
disruptions to critical services,
serious injuries and costly repairs
to underground utility lines. 

It is simple and easy to make a
free request online or over the
phone before digging to help
communities maintain essential
utility services, promote safety
and reduce the likelihood of acci-
dentally digging into buried util-
ity lines. Call 811 before you dig
whether it’s planting a tree or
shrub, building a fence, building
a deck or patio, installing a mail-
box or putting in a pool.
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50 YEARS AGO
April 13, 1972
n The Crittenden County
Hospital was opened to
the public. 
n Marion was one of
eight communities to be
installed in the Kentucky
Chamber’s All-Kentucky
City Hall of Fame. 
n Jeanie Orr, a student at
Oakland City College,
made the dean’s list.

25 YEARS AGO
April 17, 1997
n The Crittenden County
Board of Education voted
4-1 to close Frances and
Tolu Elementary schools,
consolidating all three in
the county and moving all
students to Crittenden El-
ementary. 
n Several Lady Rocket
basketball players were
honored during the an-
nual banquet. Award win-
ners were JoAnna Doom,
leading rebounder; Lea
Anna Porter, best free
throw percentage, most
valuable player and sen-
ior Aaward; Laura Han-
cock, most assists, most
deflections and senior
award; Adria Mott, most
steals and senior award;
Emily Watson, senior
award; Kindra Carnahan,
most improved; Summer
Smith, most rebounds
(JV); Cortne Hunt, most
points (JV); Jami Tabor,
leading scorer, most de-
flections, best defense
and senior award;
Heather Hamilton, Lady
Rocket pride award and
Krystal Carnahan, senior
award. 
n Marion Gymnastics’
Level 2 team placed sec-
ond overall in the Ohio
Valley Gymnastics Con-

ference Championships.
Members of the team
were Whitney Beck, Alisa
Morrill, Kylee Rogers,
Alyssa Mayes, Mariah
Owen, Lauren Spivey,
Jayna Spivey and
Bethany Heaton. 

10 YEARS AGO
April 12, 2012
n Marcus Hughes be-
came the second Critten-
den County High School
student to be accepted
into Western Kentucky
University’s Gattin Acad-
emy, where he will spend
his junior and senior
years of high school on
campus earning dual
credit as a freshman and
sophomore college stu-
dent. 
n Kathleen Guess be-
came the newest em-
ployee of the Crittenden
County Public Library,
taking over the children’s
program. 
n A group of Crittenden
County High School stu-
dents traveled to Prague,
Krakow, Berlin and Bu-
dapest over spring break.
Those on the trip were
Anna Scnittker, Grishma
Patel, Kaci Beard, Lind-
say Sizemore, Micah Hol-
lamon, Amelia Gilley,
Emily Shewcraft, Marcus
Hughes, Tucker Frazer
and teachers Kim Vince,
Howard Suggs and De-
onna McCord. 
n Ted and Mel Gillum of
Salem were announced
as the 2012 Salem Civic
Beautification Award win-
ners. 
n Vanda Adamson was
elected president of the
Crittenden County Cham-
ber of Commerce for
2012-13. 
n 4-year-old Cambree
McKinley qualified for the
National American Miss
Pageant. 
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n March rainfall at the Kentucky Mesonet weather
station on the north side of the county near Mat-
toon showed 4.4 inches of rainfall during March,
bringing the yearly total to 15 inches through the
first quartter. A greater amount of precipitation was
measured in Marion by Jeff Black at the City of
Maroin Water Treatment Plant on Chapel Hill
Road, who showed more than 17 inches between
Jan 1 and the end of March. Teemperatures were
near normal for March, but there was trend of
cooler weather toward the end of the month.
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Life in all its forms has 
a rhythm. It is predictable 
that spring follows winter. 
Yet every year I hear peo-
ple fascinated by the sud-
den changes in weather 
and the beauty of the 
long-awaited 
colors of the 
spring Áowers. 
It is expected. 
It is depend-
able. It is pre-
dictable. Its 
complexity is 
beyond us. It 
signals chang-
es in our ac-
tivities, and 
for many our 
demeanor. It is 
a common ex-
perience we all 
share and ap-
preciate. 

Human be-
ings were built 
to live life in 
rhythm with 
our environments. When 
we move away from an 
environment we know, it 
takes a while to find our 
balance. The distance 
can be ethnic, genera-
tional, cultural, religious, 
or geographic. If we move 
far enough away, we can 
experience culture shock. 
That means we must 
learn new ways of think-
ing and communicating, 
because those around us 
do not read the world in 
quite the same way.

There is wonder in un-
derstanding the rhythms 
of an environment while 
being around those who 
perceive it differently. The 
same words are used in 
different ways and some-
times they carry different 
weight. If I am amongst 
the poor in the Third 
World, I may speak of 
money poverty; they live 
it. If I am of a privileged 
group in the middle of a 
less privileged group, I 
may talk about justice; 
they may demand it. 

To speak of the love of 

God or of “good parents” 
to those who have never 
experienced either can 
sound like a different 
world. Before explain-
ing, one must live as a 
good example and listen. 

It is useless to 
throw a lifeline 
if we do not 
know where 
the drowning 
person is. Too 
often those ex-
plaining how 
to live or heal 
require those 
who are injured 
to get to a rope 
thrown on the 
wrong side of 
the boat.

We cannot 
hope to heal 
any divides in 
this world if 
we refuse to 
be in the pres-
ence of other 

human beings who live 
in the same world but 
experience it differently. 
We all experience spring-
time, rights of passage, 
joy, grief, and seasons of 
life. It is beautiful to hear 
how people come to their 
conclusions. Too often we 
only hear what someone 
thinks and may never 
know why they think that 
way. When we take time 
to get to “why,” we learn 
to appreciate and love 
each other more.

A few years ago, I re-
corded some interviews 
with people who had ex-
perienced the loss of a 
loved one within the last 
three years. It was a one 
question interview. The 
answers were only in-
terrupted for the sake of 
clarification. The short-
est one was 30 minutes. 
What fascinated me most 
about the answers when 
I transcribed and studied 
them was the magnificent 
rhythm and symmetry of 
the responses. They were 
all...poetic.

I believe this is how 
we are built. When giv-
en a chance to tell our 
stories we all have differ-
ent styles. The things in 
common when sharing is 
that we never start at the 
beginning, and we rare-
ly finish at the end. We 
take detours and explain 
things to make sure we 
are understood. All our 
stories have a pace and 
a rhythm to them. In the 
presence of those who 
will listen, we are all po-
ets.

One way to experience 
the presence of others 
who think differently and 
express how they see 
the world is though po-
etry. For me this takes 
a little work. If I pick up 
something written a few 
hundred years ago it is 
necessary to understand 
a little of that world. If 
I read something that 
makes little sense to me, 
it is because I need to get 
closer to the perspective 
from which it speaks. If 
it offends, I need to calm 
myself and listen.

Poetry pulls us from our 
space into the presence of 
another to see something 
as they see it. It trains us 
to understand each oth-
er better. I believe that is 
why so much of the Old 
Testament (most of the 
prophetic material and 
nearly all the wisdom lit-
erature) is in poetic form. 
It has the power to tran-
scend time and distance. 
Poetry can use language 
that presses us beyond 
our little worlds to grasp 
a better one.

April is national poet-
ry month. Go experience 
the presence of another - 
read some poems.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Poetry and presence
n Easter Sunrise service 

will be at 8 a.m, Sunday 
April 17 at Frances Com-
munity Church, located at 
32 Marion Road. Breakfast 
and an Easter Egg hunt will 
follow.

n  Piney Fork Cumber-
land Presbyterain Church 
will be having an Easter 
Sunrise Service at 7 a.m., 
Sunday, April 17. Morning 
worship at 10 a.m.

n Sugar Grove Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church 
will have an outdoor 6 a.m. 
sunrise service with break-
fast to follow on Easter 
morning.

n CCHS SBDM will meet 
at 3:30 in the High School 
LIbrary, Thursday, April 21.

n There will be an Exten-
sion District Board meeting 
at noon, Wednesday, April 

27 at the Extension Annex.
n  Virgil Jones VFW will 

host a Craft Bazaar from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday, April 
20 at 412 N. College St. The 
public is invited.

n Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-
1 p.m., Tuesday and Sat-
urday at 209 Highland St., 
Salem.

n  The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 

the second and fourth Sat-
urday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church. 

Does your group have 
something planned? Let us 
know. We post notes here 
at no charge. Email to the-
press@the-press.com or 
call (270) 965-3191

Community Events & News

Question: Every Spring 
Christians get all dressed 
up and make an extra effort 
to attend church on Easter 
Sunday morning. What’s 
the big deal about Easter?

Answer: Easter is a 
big deal! Here’s way. The 
events of Jesus’ minis-
try climax in His dying on 
the cross where His shed 
blood that was poured out 
to cover the sin-debt of all 
mankind. Jesus resurrec-
tion three days later proved 
His death was not that of a 
victim of Roman cruelty but 
that He willingly died as a 
sacrifice for others. 

Jesus Christ’s death and 
resurrection is the greatest 
turning point in all of history. 
It is the brief period of time 
when God showed His vic-
tory over sin, death and Sa-
tan by raising His Son from 
the grave. Now Jesus lives-
-and you can too. That vic-
tory translates into the vic-
tory for every person who 
receives the forgiveness of 
sin that Jesus purchased 
through His death on the 

cross. 
We can have complete 

confidence in Jesus’ res-
urrection. He appeared on 
multiple occasions to over 
500 people after His resur-
rection. Here’s one of them: 
Jesus met Mary Magda-
lene and Mary, the moth-
er of James and John, in 
the garden near the tomb. 
“’Greetings,’ he said. They 
came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him” 
(Mt. 28:9). “There is more 
evidence that Jesus rose 
from the dead,” declares 
Billy Graham, “than there 
is that Julius Caesar ever 
lived or that Alexander the 

Great died at the age of 33.”
 Send your questions to: 

bob@bobhardison.com

Jesus lives—and you can too

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison
ASK the PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Crittenden County Central Ballot Counting Board will meet at:
• 4 p.m. on Wednesday, May 4;
• 4 p.m. on Wednesday, May 11; and
• Noon on Saturday, May 14

in the basement of Crittenden County Clerk’s Office to process excused
mail-in absentee ballots returned for the May Primary. Crittenden County
Board of Elections will meet at 8 a.m. Tuesday, May 17 in the basement
of the county clerk’s office to process any remaining excused mail-in ab-
sentee ballots returned for the May Primary.

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

MAIL-IN EXCUSED ABSENTEE

BALLOT PROCESSING
Crittenden County Clerk’s O�ce
107 S. Main St., Ste. 203, Marion, Kentucky

in the basement of the county clerk’s o�ce

E L E C T I O N  N O T I C E
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Fun times in Marion in 1926

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 

Don
GATEWOOD
Guest columnist

Politically
Speaking

Chris
EVANS
Press publisher

About
Town

Justice Bill
CUNNINGHAM
Kentucky Supreme Court

Benchmarks

Rev. Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Daryl K.
TABOR
Press editor

My 2¢
Worth

Mark
GIRTEN
Guest columnist

Pastor’s
Pen

Perry
NEWCOM
Crittenden County
Judge-Executive

Judge’s
Journal

Linda
DEFEW
Guest columnist

Defew’s
Views

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Marion in the 1920s 
was an entertaining place 
to live. Schools, commu-
nities and organizations 
were always coming up 
with ways to get people to 
attend and participate in 
the activities. Whether it 
be a community 
affair or a school 
function, every-
one was invited 
and expected 
to have a good 
time. Here are 
two such activ-
ities, found in 
the archives of 
The Crittenden 
Press.

–––
May Day Festi-
val - April 1926

A May Day 
Festival with all 
the time hon-
ored accompani-
ments and then 
some more, is 
to take place in 
Marion during 
the first week in May.

The crowing of the May 
queen and a real pole 
dance is to be a part of the 
day’s program. Marion has 
not had a day like this in 
a long while, but this year 
the School Improvement 
Club under the leader-
ship of Coach Martin has 
planned to revive in this 
town some of the old time 
May Day customs and 
make them a part of an 
outdoor festival.

The plans for the scene 
of the festival is Cook’s 
park. A number of fea-
tures not usually includ-
ed in May Day programs 
are being planned. Unique 
contests, clever side shows 
and booths and stands 
will all have a place in the 
May Day Festival.  (Cook’s 
Park was located on a 
large area which includ-
ed the area where Riley’s 
Tool and Machine Shop 
are and extended over to 
Blackburn Street.)

Arrangements are to 
be made to take care of a 
large crowd at the festival 
grounds of that day, for 
not only will the town peo-
ple take part but people 
from all over the county 
will be there. 

May 14 is the day sched-
uled for the May Festival 
date. The festival is be-
ing given with the idea of 
clearing away the athlet-
ic debt and of giving the 
School Improvement Club 
more funds so that the 
stuccoing of the graded 
school building may begin 
at an early date.  

Cook’s Park will be 
transformed that day into 
an athletic field, a carnival 
ground and a place appro-
priate for May festivities.  

Committees have been 
appointed from both orga-
nizations, the School Im-
provement Club and the 
football boys, to see that 
everything is in readiness, 
that booths and clever 
side shows add variety to 
the day’s program, that 
athletic events and con-
tests, usual and unusual, 
serious and of a humor-
ous nature, are ready to 
amuse the masses of peo-
ple that are expected in 
town on that day. Tents 
will be erected on parts of 
the field and each of these 
tents will be in charge of 
persons who have pre-
pared some good “side 
shows” which maybe seen 
for a few pennies.

A unique feature of the 
May festival will be the big 
mule race to be held. Ev-
erybody in the county who 

has a mule, or can be or 
borrow one is eligible to 
enter the race.  No matter 
whether the mule is young 
and fat and sleek or old 
and bony and balky, en-
ter him in the race, for a 
mule’s uncertain disposi-

tion makes the 
outcome of any 
under tak ing 
with which one 
of the creatures 
is connected, a 
thing that can 
only be wildly 
guessed at what 
will happen.

A $5 cash 
prize is offered 
to the rider of 
the winning 
mule and the 
decision will 
not be based on 
the looks of the 
animal but on 
whether or not 
the other mules 
balk first. Bring 
your mule or 

your neighbor’s mule if 
he doesn’t raise any ob-
jections, and enter that 
four-footed piece of con-
trariness in the big race. 
You may be rewarded with 
the $5 prize and a $1 mil-
lion worth of fun. Snd if 
you lose, the fun’s yours 
anyway; the mules will see 
to that.

And if the people gath-
ered together for a good 
time should happen to 
feels the pangs of hunger, 
handy stands will be in 
readiness to furnish hot 
and cold refreshments of 
a sort appropriate to such 
occasions.

Other features besides 
those mentioned will be 
a part of the May Festival 
and the day is sure to be 
a big one for those who 
make their way to Cook’s 
Park for all the festivities.

–––
Festival and Carnival 
Draws A Hugh Crowd
The day of the May Fes-

tival and Carnival that the 
people of Marion had been 
looking forward to for a 
long time finally came.  

Two organizations con-
nected with the school 
were in charge – the athlet-
ic department of the high 
school and the School Im-
provement Club. The pro-
ceeds were divided equally 
between the two, the high 
school using their share to 
help eliminate an athletic 
debt that was caused by 
the unfavorable football 
season of last fall; and the 
School Improvement Club 
plans to use its half in the 
project, that of stuccoing 
the graded school build-
ing.

It was a favorable day 
for the festival, the morn-
ing and early afternoon 
being warm, as only a very 
few days this spring have 
been. People Áocked to the 
fair grounds in large num-
bers and liberally patron-
ized the side shows and 
refreshment booths.

The side shows were nu-
merous and furnish some 
pleasant moments for only 
a few cents admission. A 
one-act play, “What’s in a 
Name?” was given in one 
of the tents and was re-
peated many times during 
the day with 15 minute in-
termissions.  

Other side shows were 
held in tents on various 
parts of the park. A baby 
show and “the biggest 
baby in the world” attract-
ed a great deal of atten-
tion.  The snake show and 
the Charleston dancer all 
came in for their share of 

the attention.
Several athletic contests 

were held during the day, 
the high school boys tak-
ing part.

A fortune teller was 
kept busy in one section 
of the grounds, streams of 
youngsters being ready at 
all times to have their fu-
ture predicted.

Those is charge of the 
refreshment stands were 
kept busy and sold out 
time and time again.

One of the features that 
proved most interesting 
was the May pole dance 
in which girls from the 
Junior High school partic-
ipated. The dancers were 
gaily dressed in paper 
dresses of varied colors 
and their dance around 
the May Pole was a beau-
tiful one.

Miss Virginia Crider of 
the Sophomore class was 
chosen as May Queen and 
received her crown.

Those attending the car-
nival were the voters, one 
vote being allowed with 
each admission to a side 
show or each purchase 
made.

Miss Mary Clayton, re-
ceiving the second high-
est number of votes, 
was made honorary May 
Queen.

Those who attended en-
joyed the day to a great 
extent and the sponsors 
of the occasion were re-
warded well in a financial 
way for the efforts they put 
forth.

–––
Another fun time hap-

pened in July 1936, the 
Marion P.T.A. Sponsors a 
Gala Event

The beauty, amateur 
talent and Shirley Temple 
contests at Fohs Hall were 
well attended. The busi-
ness firms of Marion spon-
sored a young lady in the 
beauty contest and also a 
little girl to impersonate 
Shirley Temple.

After several appear-

ances of the young ladies 
in the beauty contest, 
Miss Dorothy Kuykendall, 
younger daughter of Mrs. 
Mary Kuykendall, of this 
city was declared “Miss 
Crittenden County,” and 
will go to Lexington in De-
cember to compete for the 
title of “Miss Kentucky.”

The little girls in the 
Shirley Temple contest 
were divided into two 
groups, one group ranged 
from two to six years, and 
the other six to eight.  

Connie Brasher, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mr. Gray 
Brasher, won in the two- 
to six-year-old group, and 
Mary McEuen, daughter 
of Mr. Willie McEuen, won 
in the six- to eight-year-
old group. Each winner 
was given a Shirley Tem-
ple dress by the Marion P. 
T. A.  The applause for all 
of the contestants was so 
hearty, the decision was 
difficult for the judges.

After continuous ap-
plause for the second ap-
pearance of five amateurs, 
Lawrence Thomas Mar-
shal, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L. T. Marshall, of this city, 
was declared the winter of 
the talent contest, having 
rendered a piano solo.

–––
Good times shared by 

all, made good memories 
for years to come.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

This ad appeared in The 
Crittenden Press notifying 
everyone of the fun day that 
was being planned for May.

Crittenden County Board of Elections will offer excused in-person absen-
tee voting May 4-6 and May 9-11 during regular business hours, week-
days 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., inside Crittenden County Clerk’s Office for the
May Primary for voters who will be unable to ballot in-person for Early Vot-
ing or on Election Day. Voters must attest to their reason for being unable
to vote during Early Voting (May 12-14) or Election Day (May 17).

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

MAY 4-6, 9-11 EXCUSED VOTING BY

IN-PERSON ABSENTEE
Crittenden County Clerk’s Oce
107 S. Main St., Ste. 203, Marion, Kentucky

E L E C T I O N  N O T I C E

Crittenden County’s automatic tabulating equipment for use in the May
Primary will be inspected and tested beginning at 9 a.m. Friday, April 22
in the basement of Crittenden County Clerk’s Office. This is done each
year to inspect machines and set them prior to votes being tabulated by
the scanning of marked ballots.

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

TEST OF AUTOMATIC TABULATING

VOTING EQUIPMENT 
Crittenden County Clerk’s O�ce
107 S. Main St., Ste. 203, Marion, Kentucky

in the basement of the county clerk’s o�ce

E L E C T I O N  N O T I C E



for sale
MXT by KZ camper, 2013 
model bought new in 2014; 
20’ box, 3 sets tie downs, 
53” door. Back sleeps 6, 
Vinyl floor, air, heat, refrig-
erator and freezer, $1,500 
worth of extras go with 
camper. $17,500, 229 W. 
Depot St., Marion. (270) 
704-1453 or (270) 704-
2176. (3t-17-p)
2004 Club Car golf cart, 
street ready, gas motor, 
aluminum frame, 229 W. 
Depot St., Marion, (270) 
704-1453 or (270) 704-
2176. (3t-17-p)
Kitchen cabinets for sale, 
$1,200; coffee table and 
two end tables, $125; roll-
top desk, $50. (270) 988-
2796 or (270) 836-7844. 
(1t-15-p) ls

auto
2012 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee Overland, V8, excellent 
condition, 129,000 miles, 
$18,000. (270) 836-7845 
(1t-15-c) ls

real estate
1.21 acres for sale, HIll-
crest Estates, Ron Latham, 
(270) 635-3645. $25,000. 
(8t-22-p)

agriculture
Retired police officer living 
in Eddyville looking to lease 
hunting ground, willing to 
hunt nuisance animals in 
season (270) 388-4992. 
(4t-17-p)

employment 
Now hiring at Rocket Tire! 
Looking for a  trustworthy, 
full time mechanic knowl-
edgeable in alignments, 
mufflers, brakes and tires. 
Must be a team player, this 
job requires good people 
skills. Pay based on experi-
ence. Apply today in person 
at 314 Sturgis Road Marion 

ky between 7am and 5pm 
Monday through Friday ot 
7am to 12pm on Saturday. 
(4t-15-p)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  NEW!  Now 
offering a $15 minimum 
wage! MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran. To view current 
openings and qualifications 
and to apply, please visit 
our website: www.mtctjobs.
com  “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today”  (4t-18-p)
Reliable workers needed! 
Full-time, 1st & 2nd shift 
positions available now!  
Strong Solid Company with 
a Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $12 & up based 
on skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (tfc)

services
Computer Guy Can Help! 
Computer Repair, Micro-
soft & Apple Computers, 
Malware Removal, Data 
Backup & Recovery, On-
Site Service Call 270-349-
2092. (1t-14-p)
Laxbri Lawncare is ac-
cepting new clients and 
looking to hire contract 
labor. Serving Crittenden 
and surrounding counties 
in western Kentucky. Li-
censed and insured. Free 
estimates. (270) 508-1256. 
(4t-17-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-20-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that 
on March 30, 2022 Sherry 
Kaye Perryman Henderson 
of 1289 Massachusetts 
Drive, Xenia, OH 45385 
was appointed executrix 
with will annexed of Gene-
va Rhea Hodge Perryman, 
deceased, whose address 
was 201 Watson Street, 
Marion, Ky. 42064. Rebec-
ca J. Johnson, agent for 
service of process.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
Agent for Process with will 

annexed on or before the 
30th day of September, 
2022 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-15-p)
Notice is hereby given 
that on April 6, 2022 Rob-
ert W. Trowbridge of 250 
Railey Rd. South, Sturgis, 
Ky. 42459 was appointed 
executor of Barbara Ann 
Trowbridge, deceased, 
whose address was 11 
Railey Rd. South, Sturgis, 
Ky. 42459. Wesley A. Hunt, 
attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executor before the 6th day 
of October, 2022 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-15-p)

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Board of Education invites 
you to submit sealed bids 
for the following surplus 
item:  South Bend 10-burn-
er Natural Gas Range. Bids 
will be accepted at the Crit-
tenden County Board of 
Education, 601 West Elm, 
Marion KY 42064. Please 
write “Bid” on the outside 
of the envelope.  Submit 
sealed bids until April 21, 
2022, at 1:00  PM. at which 
time they will be opened.  
Contact Bailey Guess with 
any questions at 270-965-
5052, or bailey.guess@
crittenden.kyschools.us.  
(1t-15-c)

statewides
ATTORNEY

Attention: Accident Vic-
tims. If you have suffered 
a serious injury in an auto 
accident, call now! We will 
connect you with a local at-
torney for a free injury con-
sultation. Get the money 
you deserve!…Call Now: 
855-632-0089

ASSISTED LIVING
Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for 
Mom simplifies the process 
of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 
1-833-430-2368  today!

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your fa-
vorite live sports, news & 
entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, 
Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & 
Assoc.) Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-866-292-5435
DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment on 
TV!  855-695-7008
DIRECTV Stream - The 

Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. Stream on 20 de-
vices in your home at once. 
HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual con-
tract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-888-340-6138
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Great new offer from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 12 mini for 
as low as $0 with trade in. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-877-328-0440
EDUCATION/TRAINING

Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career and earn your 
Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, 
Call 855-496-0165. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET).
EARN YOUR HOSPITAL-
ITY DEGREE ONLINE!  
Earn your Associates De-
gree ONLINE with CTI!  
Great career advancement 
with the right credentials!  
Learn who’s hiring!  Call 
855-610-1709. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months Call 855-
610-1709. (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)
COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM!  Train 
ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional 
now!  Grants and Scholar-
ships available for certain 
programs for qualified ap-
plicants.  Call CTI for de-
tails!  Call 855-856-1784. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosures. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolute-
ly free. 1-855-685-9465
Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW af-
fordable payment/month. 
Reduce interest. Stop calls.  
FREE no-obligation consul-
tation Call 833-458-0959
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 

1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 844-266-1122

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options 
Request a FREE Quote 
–Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-688-
8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041

IRS HELP
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-977-2847 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

Hero takes the stress out 
of managing medications. 
Hero sorts and dispenses 
meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles pre-
scription refill and delivery 
for you. Starting at $24.99/
month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 
1-888-573-3103

MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster. Call 
866-256-1169
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254
HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net – Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! $75 gift card, 
terms apply. 1-844-759-
0616
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take you service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
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com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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SPRING SPORTS
Upcoming Games
THURSDAY
Rocket baseball hosts Caldwell Co.
FRIDAY
CCHS softball hosts Trigg County*
SATURDAY 
Rocket baseball hosts Mayfield*
MONDAY
CCHS softball hosts Webster County
Rocket baseball hosts Livingston Cent.
TUESDAY
Rocket baseball at Livingston Central
CCHS softball at Livingston Central

*Subject to change

All A Classic fights rain
The All A Classic was scheduled to

begin Monday, but rainfall postponed
the beginning of the small-school
tournaments for softball and baseball.
Crittenden County is in quest of a
second straight All A Second Region
crown and third in school history. Last
year, CCHS beat Caldwell in the re-
gional final and then defeated Murray
in the state tournament before losing
in the Final 8 to Owensboro Catholic.
Crittenden also won an All A title in
2008. The Lady Rockets won the All A
Classic regional crown in 2017 and
won the consolation bracket in the
state tournament. The tournament will
begin as soon as possible this week.

Girls All A Bracket
Crittenden, bye
Caldwell Co. vs Livingston Central
Dawson Springs vs UHA
Ft. Campbell vs Lyon County
Final Rounds at Livingston
Crittenden vs Livingston/Caldwell
Dawson/UHA vs Ft. Campbell/Lyon
Boys All A Bracket
Crittenden vs Dawson Springs
UHA vs Livingston Central
Lyon County vs Ft. Campbell
Final Rounds at Ft. Campbell
Crittenden/Dawson vs UHA/Livingston
Lyon/FtC vs Caldwell/Heritage Cristian

CCHS KHSAA leaders
Crittenden County senior center

fielder Hadlee Rich is 10th in triples in
the state, according to the KHSAA
statistical leaders list early this week.
The Lady Rockets are ranked 18th in
triples as a team with seven. Rich has
four of them. The girls are also 24th in
stolen bases with 46. 
Crittenden baseball seniors Logan

Bailey and Maddox Carlson are 10th
and 18th, respectively, in batting aver-
age in the state. Bailey came into the
week hitting .594 and Carlson .567.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up: 
Spring Wild Turkey    April 16 - May 8
LBL Turkey Hunt        April 16 - May 8
Coyote                            Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

Turkey season starter
Saturday will be the start of the 16-

day wild turkey season. Hunters may
take two bearded turkeys during the
hunting season. Following are harvest
data from Crittendnen and Livingston
counties for the paste 21 years.

STAFF REPORT
It’s been a tough spring to play base-

ball. Between rain and cold, the start of
action for the boys of summer has been
anything but warm and inviting. 
The Rocket baseball team has been

idle since last Thursday after recurring
rains have washed out some spring
break action and now the start of the All
A Classic, which was supposed to have
begun Monday. It will be played later
this week when weather permits.
Crittenden County split in two spring

break games it played at the Warren
County Invitational late last week at
Bowling Green.
The Rockets won 9-1 over Owen

County (4-5) in its opener on Thursday
evening, but fell 12-2 against host
Greenwood (6-4) in the nightcap. A
scheduled game against Southwestern
on Friday was rained out.
Crittenden seniors Logan Bailey and

Maddox Carlson had three hits apiece
against Owen County. Both came out of
the tournament hitting almost .600 for
the season. Carlson also drove in two
runs. Senior Tanner Beverly had one hit
and scored three runs as the Rockets
posted 10 hits for the game. Carlson,
Seth Guess and Beverly each had dou-
bles and Bailey had a triple.
Carlson pitched six innings and Jere-

miah Foster closed it out in the seventh.
Carlson struck out six and allowed just
three hits. Foster put the Rebels down in
order in the last frame.
Carlson drove in CCHS’s only runs in

the mercy-rule loss to Greenwood. Those
came on a double in the first inning. The

Gators scored three in the first and
posted runs in the next four at bats to
win going away despite having just five
hits. Rocket pitchers walked 11 and
yielded five hits and the defense commit-
ted six errors. 
Freshman lefty Chase Conyer got the

start, but was done after two innings de-
spite giving up just three earned runs.
Multiple fielding miscues helped the
Gators run up Conyer’s pitch count in
just two frames. Ben Evans and Case
Gobin threw about an inning apiece to
close it out.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s softball

girls could not catch a break
during their spring vacation
tournament at Murray. The
Lady Rockets (5-8) lost 9-0 to
Russellville and 7-4 to Edmon-
son County. 
The girls have been idle since

Saturday, awaiting the start of
the All A Classic which has
been washed out due to rain
early this week. The tourna-
ment will get underway as soon
as weather permits.
CCHS scattered five singles

against Lady Panther pitching
and never really threatened
during the six-inning game that
was cut short due to a time
limit for tournament games.
Games were played Saturday
and shortened after rain forced
the scheduled two-day event
into a smaller window on one
day only.
Sophomore Aubre Conyer

and middle schoolers Anna
Boone, Andrea Federico, Elliot

Evans and Hannah Jent
recorded hits for the Rocket
girls. CCHS drew just one walk.
Boone threw the entire game,

allowing five earned runs as
CCHS committed four fielding
errors behind her. She struck
out three and walked none,
yielding 11 Russellville hits.
The Panther girls improved to
8-2, and are ranked among the
state’s top 50 teams in one poll.
Crittenden scored two runs

in the first and led until the
bottom of the third inning
against Edmonson County (3-
7). Elliot Evans and Anna
Boone led the Lady Rockets
with two hits apiece and senior
Hadlee Rich drove in two runs
on one hit. Also, Aubre Conyer
singled and Elle McDaniel dou-
bled in the game.
Evans started and threw into

the final inning before Boone
provided late relief in the circle.
Evans struck out two and
walked none while giving up 11
hits.

Rain keeps Rockets waiting; team splits on break

Softball girls can’t catch a spring break

PHOTO BY CHARLIE HAYNES/WKU
The Rockets have been doing a whole lot of waiting around as rainfall over the past
week has kept the the team idle. Pictured above are (from left) coach Jeff Embrey, Jer-
emiah Foster, Preston Morgeson, Walker Phillips, Case Gobin, Tyler Belt and coach
Chris Evans during a game last week at Bowling Green.

CRITTENDEN
Harvest Figures
Year        Harvest
2000      351
2001      394
2002      544
2003      424
2004      505
2005      517
2006       511
2007      412
2008      503
2009      487
2010      513
2011       519
2012      566
2013      525
2014      396
2015      390
2016      375
2017      374
2018      288
2019      344
2020      341
2021      397

LIVINGSTON
Harvest Figures
Year        Harvest
2000      197
2001      221
2002      348
2003      328
2004      332
2005      357
2006      410
2007      325
2008      390
2009      341
2010      401
2011       329
2012      384
2013      367
2014      313
2015      266
2016      305
2017      296
2018      226
2019      239
2020      233
2021      261

Basketba l l  Super lat i ves
Crittenden County High School’s Lady
Rocket basketball team held its annual
post-season awards ceremony last
weekend. Among those honored were
(front from left) Addie Hatfield, Warrior
Award; Anna Boone, Impact Player
Award; Alyssa Woodall, manager; Kady
Parrish, manager; Chloe Hunt, JV
Leadership Award; (back) Grace
Driskill, senior awards and best field
goal percentage; Elle McDaniel, Hustle
Award; Natalie Boone, best three-point
shooting percentage; Taylor Guess,
Most Valuable Player Award and lead-
ing scorer, leading rebounder, most as-
sists, most defections, most steals
most blocks and  best field goal per-
centage; and Elliot Evans, Impact
Player Award.

COACH
Continued from page 1

as a language arts teacher. He
has been the head freshman
coach and a varsity assistant for
the Eagles. 
Although his contract doesn’t

end until June 30 at Graves
County, Pigg will begin in
earnest laying the groundwork
for his basketball program here.
He’s already developing a condi-
tioning plan for spring and a
schedule for summer league
play. 
Pigg said he was attracted to

Crittenden County because of
what he was able to see from the
outside looking in, as a player
who competed against the Rock-
ets and a sports fan who’s fol-
lowed high school athletics in
western Kentucky for years.
“The most attractive part of it

is the idea of being part of a
school with lot of pride in its
student body and in its athletics
programs,” he said. “It’s exciting
to me. Although Crittenden
County is a small school, when
you walk into Rocket Arena you
can see evidence of decorated
programs and a successful cul-
ture.”
From the trophy cases in the

gymnasium that testify to

Rocket successes and CCHS
teams that have made regional
headlines, Pigg says he’s excited
about being part of the program.
“The pride people have in the

school district is exciting,” he
added.
Pigg is single and currently re-

sides in southern Marshall
County. He plans to move closer
to Marion.
As for coaching style, he likes

strong man-to-man defense and
being flexible.
“We will do whatever is best for

us and whatever it takes to win,”
he said.
He will replace Denis Hodge,

who had been the CCHS skipper
for the past 11 seasons. Hodge
retired from the position after
his team finished 14-17 this
season. Hodge's basketball team
won the Fifth District champi-
onship in 2018, only the second
league title since Crittenden and
Marion consolidated high
schools in 1957. Hodge was
124-200 as head coach and he
spent several more years as an
assistant at CCHS.
Pigg will be a language arts

teacher in the Crittenden
County School District.
Superintendent Vince Clark

said he likes the energy Pigg will
bring to Crittenden County.

Lady Rocket second baseman Aubre Conyer makes a throw
from her knees after a diving catch during last weekend’s
spring break game against Russellville at Murray.



SNAP-ED
COORDINATOR
UNIVERSITY OF KY
EXTENSION SERVICE

Vickie
BELT
Vickie Belt is the SNAP-

Education Assistant for
both Livingston and Crit-
tenden counties. She re-
places Sue Parrent, who
recently retired. Belt has
been with UK’s Coopera-
tive Extension Service
since March 2021 and be-
fore she had volunteered
with Crittenden County Ex-
tension since 2015. She is
a 2009 graduate of Daymar
College where she earned
an associate’s degree in
science. Belt is also a 2001
graduate of Livingston
Central High School. She
lives in Crittenden County
with her husband, Matt,
and their three children,
Hailey, Colt  and Trace.
She enjoys camping at Hill-
mans Ferry in Land Be-
tween the Lakes, being in
nature and spending time
with her family.

Q:What is the role of
a SNAP- Ed assistant? 

A: I will be serving
both Livingston and Crit-
tenden counties with the

Kentucky Nutrition Educa-
tion Program (KYNEP) that
will educate limited re-
source people to acquire
knowledge, improve skills
and change behavior nec-
essary to achieve health
and well-being. 

Q: How can individu-
als or families qualify for
SNAP?

A: If someone is inter-
ested in seeing if they qual-
ify for SNAP, they can
contact their local Depart-
ment of Community Based
Services. 

Q:What type of serv-
ices do you offer as a
SNAP-Ed assistant? 

A: The goal of NEP
(Nutrition Education Pro-
gram) is to educate limited
resource families and
SNAP clientele on how to
plan nutritious meals on a
limited budget, acquire
safe food handling prac-
tices, improve food prepa-
ration skills and change
behavior necessary to
have a healthy lifestyle.

Q: Are there any types
of services you offer to as-
sist those who might not
qualify for your program? 

A: Everyone is wel-
come to join any program
or class that is offered in
Livingston or Crittenden
counties. 

Q:Where are you find-
ing the most success and
greatest challenges in get-
ting individuals to embrace
the services you offer? 

A: The SNAP-Ed pro-
gram is new to both Liv-
ingston and Crittenden
counties. Just be on the
lookout for upcoming pro-
grams that will be offered
in both counties. 
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MARION POLICE activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of
March 2022 to the same month in 2021. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals,
year-to-date police activity totals and a five-year monthly average.

                                                     MARCH       MARCH          FEB                 2022           MONTHLY
CATEGORY                                  2022         2021            2022           YR TOTAL      5 YR AVG.
Miles driven/patrolled                                                            
Criminal investigations                                                        
Domestics                                                                              
Felony Arrests                                                                        
Misdemeanor arrests                                                            
Non-criminal arrests                                                              
DUI arrests                                                                             
Criminal summons served                                                      
Traffic citations                                                                       
Other citations
Traffic warnings                                                                     
Parking tickets                                                                       
Traffic accidents                                                                     
Security checks/alarms                                                         
Calls for service                                                                     

3,395
15
10
3
7
3
2
1
21
20
5
0
7
41
166

3,180
12
8
9
16
9
0
5
12
30
7
1
4
26
151

4,382
16
4
8
4
16
1
3
20
30
4
0
5
38
184

2970.9
13.3
8.5
4.4
8.3
6.8
0.8
2.5
18.3
19.4
7.6
0.2
5.7
52.0
185.9

10,539
34
19
17
20
39
1
13
49
90
17
1
11
105
494

MPD270.965.3500
Police Chief
Ray O’Neal
Asst. Chief
Bobby West

On Facebook
Marion Police
Department
Marion-KY

Crittenden County Homemakers re-
cently competed in the Pennyrile Area
Cultural Arts competition where they
entered crafts in a contest against
homemakers from eight other Pennyrile
area counties.
The judging included 27 categories

and 92 divisions. There was a wide va-
riety of craft categories from needle-
work, quilting, photography and
painting to paper crafts, basketry, ce-
ramics and more.
There were seven Crittenden County

ladies who entered 13 exhibits. Among
them were three blue first-place rib-
bons, five second-place red ribbons and
a white third-place ribbon.
All first-place finishers will have their

entries advance to the state cultural
arts show and contest in May.

Winners were as follows:

FIRST PLACE
Sandy Wells         Crocheted hat
Nancy Lanham     Hand-quilted quilt
Kristi Harris           Black & white photo

SECOND PLACE
Jerrell James        Black & white photo
Tabby Tinsley       Color photo
Darl Henley          Recycled wreath
Kristi Harris           Fall decoration
Sarah Ford           Wood painting

THIRD PLACE
Jerrell James       Floral basket wall hanger

Local women earn ribbons in
area homemakers’ competition

STAFF REPORT
The Kentucky Department of

Fish and Wildlife Resources
(KDFWR) has announced that
based on extensive studies, the
commonwealth remains free of
chronic wasting disease (CWD).
Late last year, a positive case of

CWD was found near Paris, Tenn.,
triggering an official CWD re-
sponse plan from the KDFWR.

Kentucky wildlife officials  imple-
mented heightened survey efforts
in Fulton, Hickman, Graves, Mar-
shall and Calloway counties in re-
sponse to a case of chronic
wasting disease that was found
just 8 miles south of the Kentucky
border.
Last fall, KDFWR staff collected

harvest data and tissue samples
from 4,347 deer which were stud-

ied. Based on its findings, which
include other data collected from
years of deer and elk studies, the
KDFWR says there is no known
CWD in the state’s wild deer herd.
Officials said hunters strongly

supported the effort and complied
with the emergency requirements
that were put in place, which in-
cluded animal check stations and
the elimination of baited areas.

KDFWR finds no CWD in state’s deer herd
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Great-great-great-grandfather George Washington Par-
ish was the first sodbuster in the family. Six generations 
later, Rhett Parish continues a legacy that has evolved into 
a high-tech farming business. 

His office is the cab of a tractor. Today, it’s equipped with 
a touch-screen computer and the latest software to make 
sure that yields are optimized and nothing goes to waste. 

Productivity is based on precision farming practices assisted 
by advanced technology. It’s a far cry from George Washington 

Parish’s animal-driven plow, but the soil is the same and the 
fruits of farm labor are as sweet as ever for this young man 
who not only accepted, but 

embraced his destiny long 
before he could legally 

drive.
“There was 

never any 
doubt I 
would farm. 
It’s all I’ve 
ever known 
and all I 
ever want-
ed to do,” 
said Par-
ish in-
side the 
Parish 
a n d 
Hooks Farms headquarters in rural 
Lyon County, just a stone’s throw 
from the Crittenden County line.

There’s no secret that he’s loved 
the farming life since he was old 
enough to realize its merits. After 

graduating from Crittenden County 
High School a year ago, Parish has 
set his sights on earning a weld-
ing certificate from West Kentucky 
Community and Technical College.

His passing for a traditional farm-
ing lifestyle while espousing cut-
ting-edge practices led to Parish’s 
selection for The Crittenden Press’ 
The 10 Under 40 recognition pro-
gram in agriculture.

At 19, he’s the youngest 10 Under 
40 recipient, but he is wise beyond 

those years when it comes to farming. 
After all, he was learning the business 
well before he could drive, and now is 

right at home among P&H’s three dozen 
employees.

“I always wanted to go and be around 
it, to watch and learn, run equipment and 

watch things grow and see how it all works,” 
Parish said. “I’m still as interested at 19 as I 

was at 9 years old.”
In 2016, he planted his very own 60 acres 

of wheat, and now takes personal care of 200 

acres of corn, wheat and beans.
Parish’s father Phillip and his grandfather, the late Larry Parish, 

joined forces with Lyon County farmer Chris Hooks, forming P&H 
Farms in 1996 with 4,000 acres. Today, P&H has 22,000 acres in 
Crittenden, Caldwell, Lyon and Livingston counties, raising corn, 
soybeans and winter wheat, along with 700 head of cattle. The 
high-end wagyu beef they produce is sold at the company’s market 
in Eddyville. It is served at luxury restaurants across the country. 

Parish’s day depends on the time of year. In the spring he runs a 
planter, in the fall a combine. In the summer, he helps with irriga-
tion and drives a tractor-trailer hauling grain or water for spraying.

“What motivates me is that it is a 
family business,” Parish said. “I’m like 
any farm kid that wants to carry it on, 
it’s definitely a legacy and you want to 
be the generation that keeps it going, 
doesn’t fail it.”

He and his sister, Cali, and her hus-
band, Tom Fritsch, along with Calvin 
Hooks are the coming generation of 
P&H farming. 

While Fritsch and Hooks are in the 
fields, sister Cali is a member of the 
office staff. 

Farming still requires long hours 
and dedication. It comes with a little 
stress, brought on by Mother Nature’s 
unpredictable behavior. 

During spring and summer months, 
it isn’t uncommon for Parish to be in the field from daylight until 
well past dark with his mother Natalie often delivering meals to 
the field. There are times he works through the night, particularly 
turning dirt so it can begin drying at sunup.

“The hours in April and May aren’t as bad as wheat harvest be-
cause we really want to push to get wheat out and double crops 
in. If we don’t get beans in by July, it starts cutting the yield,” he 
explains.

Tractors outfitted with the latest and greatest technology might 
be a challenge for some, but not for a Generation Z like Parish, who 
has grown up in a smartphone world.

He has high praise for the P&H team, including its farmers, fab-
ricators, truck drivers, bookkeepers, parts department and a staff 
agronomist. Together, they specialize in soil management and crop 
production.

“Our agronomist Roger Boyd has been here about 15 years, and 
he definitely has had a big role getting the operation where it is 
today,” Parish said. “He treats seed, finds the best chemicals and 
seeds to make the best yield possible with the ground we have, and 
all the time he has something new for us to try.”

Doing what he loves means doing something different every day. 
Weather is always the wild card.

“A year ago yesterday I had 1,000 acres of corn planted,” he said 
last weekend on a 37-degree April morning. “Today we haven’t 
even started.”

“I really like to plant something and see it grow and watch how 
it changes throughout the year and how different weather affects 
it,” he said. “There are so many practices you can do that affect it.

“We try different things and sometimes they succeed and some-
times they fail, it’s intriguing… and of course it’s always better 
when it succeeds.”

Thanks to the 10 Under 40 Sponsors
The Earl C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy
“Building Tomorrow’s Futures Today.”

Rhett Parish
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